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said articles, subject to the ratification of His Majesty the King of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the President of the 
Republic of Liberia respectively. 

Done at Monrovia, the 21st day of January, in the year of our Lord 
1911. 

J. G. Baldwin, 
His Britannic Majesty's C onsul-General. 

F. E. E. Johnson, 
Secretary of State of the Bepublic of Liberia. 



CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND MEXICO RESPECTING 
TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MEXICO AND BRITISH 
HONDURAS. 1 

Signed at Mexico, May #7, 1910; ratifications exchanged at Mexico, May 

8, 1911. 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, and the President of the United States of Mexico, desirous of 
facilitating the telegraphic communication between the Colony of British 
Honduras and the Republic of Mexico, have decided to conclude a con- 
vention to that effect, and have appointed as their plenipotentiaries: 

His Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland and of the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of 
India, Reginald Thomas Tower, Commander of the Eoyal Victorian 
Order, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His 
Britannic Majesty in Mexico., etc., etc. ; and 

The President of the United States of Mexico, Sefior Don Enrique C. 
Creel, Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Who after having communicated to each other their respective full 
powers, found in good and due form, have agreed upon the following 
articles : 

Article I. 

The General Federal Telegraph Department of Mexico and the Postal 
and Telegraph Department of British Honduras shall extend their re- 

i Great Britain, Treaty Series, 1911, No. 14. 
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spective lines to the Eiver Hondo which serves as divisory line between 
the two countries; and at a place and date previously agreed upon shall 
make connection by one of their wires. 

Article II. 

In due time an agreement shall be come to between the General Fed- 
eral Telegraph Department of Mexico and the Postal and Telegraph De- 
partment of British Honduras, as to the technical conditions to govern 
the conducting wire and the corresponding supports of the other of the 
contracting parties, according to the stipulation of the preceding Article. 

Article III. 

Bach of the high contracting parties shall bear all expenses entailed 
by the extension of its line up to the place and the time of effecting the 
connection of the two wires, as well as all exepenses required for the 
supervision, maintenance, and upkeep of the aforesaid lines within their 
respective territories. 

The execution of the work of connecting the Mexican wire with that of 
British Honduras across the Biver Hondo, shall be at the sole cost of the 
agents of the General Federal Telegraph Department of Mexico. 

Article IV. 

The sole object of the connection of the Federal Telegraph lines of 
Mexico, with those of British Honduras, is the reciprocal exchange of 
messages passing between the two countries, as also of messages from 
abroad transmitted over the Mexican Federal Telegraph lines to points 
situated in the territory of British Honduras, and of messages despatched 
from points situated in the territory of British Honduras and addressed 
to another country or countries for transmission over the Mexican Fed- 
eral Telegraph lines, it being consequently stipulated that nothing in 
this convention shall require the General Federal Telegraph Department 
of Mexico to exchange with the government lines of British Honduras 
any telegrams intended for transmission to, or received from, places 
situated outside of British Honduras. 

Article V. 

The General Federal Telegraph Department of Mexico and the Postal 
and Telegraph Department of British Honduras shall, by common con- 
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sent, determine upon the two towns where each administration shall re- 
spectively install its terminal office for the purpose of the connection 
referred to herein. 

Article VI. 

The two departments shall also determine, by common consent, upon 
all matters relative to the apparatus to be employed in the service, and 
upon the order in which correspondence is to be transmitted: the cost 
of the necessary apparatus and the expense of installation, maintenance, 
upkeep and working of the said instruments within the respective terri- 
tories being borne by each of the high contracting parties. 

Article VII. 

Although the connection of the telegraph lines of Mexico and those of 
British Honduras shall for the present be by means of one wire and at 
one point only in each country, it is understood that, if later on business 
requirements demand it and the telegraph administrations of the two 
countries so agree, other wires and points of connection of the lines in 
question may be added from time to time. 

It is also understood that the connection of the lines of Mexico and 
British Honduras to which this convention refers, can only be effected 
between lines belonging to the governments of the two respective coun- 
tries, which in the case of Mexico are styled the federal lines, and in 
British Honduras the government lines, but in no case shall either of 
the said lines be connected with a private line established within the 
territory of the other high contracting party. 

Article VIII. 

The act of entering the connecting wires into the telegraph offices as- 
signed for the purpose in conformity with the stipulations of Article V of 
the present convention, and of placing in the said offices the instruments 
necessary for the operation of such wires shall constitute the connection 
of the Federal Lines of Mexico with the Government Lines of British 
Honduras. 

The service will be performed as follows: the Mexican Federal tele- 
graph offices of connection shall receive all the traffic offered to them by 
the offices of their system for the Government Telegraph Offices of 
British Honduras, and retransmit the same immediately to their destina- 
tion by the connecting wire, and the same offices shall also receive the 
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traffic offered to them by means of the same wire by the Government 
Telegraph offices of British Honduras for Mexico, and forward the same 
at once to its destination ; so that there shall always be in all the Mexican 
Federal Telegraph offices of connection, an exact record of all the traffic 
passing over both lines. 

Article IX. 

For the purpose of official communications between the General Fed- 
eral Telegraph Department of Mexico, and the Postal and Telegraph 
Department of British Honduras, the former may make use of the 
Spanish language and the latter of the English. For the service between 
the telegraph offices of both departments, the Spanish language shall be 
used, and for the transmission of messages the Mexican telegraph alpha- 
bet actually in use on the Mexican lines shall be employed, unless, by 
common consent, it is agreed to adopt some other alphabet. 

Article X. 

It is agreed that neither the Bepublic of Mexico nor their agents, shall 
transact business directly with the public within the territory of British 
Honduras, and that in all operations of the service the British adminis- 
tration shall be the only intermediary for communication with that pub- 
lic. British Honduras will observe the same rules with regard to the 
public and the service in the territory of the Eepublic of Mexico. 

Article XL 

The messages exchanged between the two countries, provided always 
that the same be sent from and addressed to some point within the terri- 
tory of the other, shall be classified thus : Official. Private. Service. 

Article XII. 

All messages emanating from the government authorities of either 
country shall be considered as " Official ; " those sent by any private per- 
son or corporation, as " Private ; " and those exchanged between the two 
telegraphic administrations, or between the offices of the aforesaid depart- 
ments on matters relating to the telegraphic service, subject to such rules 
as may be agreed upon between the two parties, shall be considered as 
" Service " messages. 



OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS 285 

Article XIII. 

All the above mentioned messages may, at the option of the sender, be 
transmitted under one or more of the following headings : Urgent, Col- 
lated, Multiple, and Keply paid. 

The General Federal Telegraph Department of Mexico and the Postal 
and Telegraph Department of British Honduras, may, by mutual agree- 
ment, establish such other special rulings for messages as may become 
desirable, in the working of the service betwen the two countries. 

Article XIV. 

" Private " messages shall be paid for in full in strict accordance with 
the tariffs in force in the telegraph offices of both administrations. An 
" Official " message which originates from, and is destined for a place 
within the territories of the high contracting parties shall, so far as it 
is transmitted on their lines, be given precedence in transmission, and 
shall always be collated and transmitted as an urgent message, but the 
tolls in such messages must be paid in cash, in accordance with the re- 
spective tariffs, without any extra charge for the collation or precedence 
given the message. If the " Official " message is destined for another 
country, i. e., only passing in transit through Mexico, it will not be 
entitled to any special treatment, and therefore to be charged for as an 
ordinary private message. " Service " messages to be admitted free of 
charge, subject always to any rules which may be agreed upon in accord- 
ance with the provisions of Article 12. 

Article XV. 

The charge for messages passing between Mexico and British Honduras 
shall be governed by the following regulations : 

I. When originating from, and addressed to, any place within the 
territory of the respective countries : 

(a) If the message be dated from a place where there is a Mexican 
telegraph or telephone office and is filed at said office, and be addressed 
to a place in British Honduras connected with a colonial government 
telegraph or telephone line, it must be charged for in accordance with 
the Federal tariff rates and the Federal regulations in force for the in- 
terior service of Mexico from the place where the message is handed in 
to the place of connection with the lines of British Honduras, plus the 
tariffs in force in British Honduras. 
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(b) If a message be dated from a place where there is a government 
telegraph or telephone office in British Honduras, and be filed at said 
office, and addressed to any place in the Eepublic of Mexico connected 
by Federal telegraph or telephone line, it must be charged for in accord- 
ance with the tariff rates for the interior service of British Honduras, 
from the place where the message is handed in, to the point of connection 
with the Federal lines of Mexico, plus the charge of the latter country 
from the aforesaid office of connection to the point of destination. 

(c) To the charges mentioned in the two preceding clauses there shall 
be added any charge for postage, or for the use of any private line, or 
for both items if it be necessary for the message to pass through the post 
or over private telephone or telegraph line, or successively through both, 
in order to reach its final destination. 

(d) If the message be dated from a place where there is a Mexican 
telegraph or telephone office, or a British Honduras telegraph office, and 
be not actually handed in at the said office, but at an office belonging to 
a private line, the sender of the message will have to pay, in addition 
to the charges specified in the three preceding clauses as due to Mexico 
and British Honduras for a similar message handed in at a Mexican 
Federal telegraph office, or at a British Honduras government telegraph 
office, the tolls charged by such private lines for the service rendered. 

(e) If at the place of origin there should be no government telegraph 
or telephone office, either Mexican or British Hondurean, as the case 
may be, the government lines shall only be paid according to the tariff 
and regulations in force from the place where such messages are handed 
in for transmission. 

(f) Messages which are handed in direct at an office of connection 
addressed to an office of the other high contracting party, as well as those 
which are sent from one of the offices of either of the high contracting 
parties addressed to an office of connection of the other high contracting 
party, shall pay, over and above the tariff rate from the originating office 
to the point of destination, an extra charge of five cents United States 
currency for the first ten words, and one cent United States currency 
for each additional word, which extra charge shall accrue to the high 
contracting party whose office makes the charge. 

II. Messages despatched over the British Honduras lines for any other 
country and only passing in transit through Mexico, as well as those sent 
from other countries to British Honduras under similar conditions, shall 
for the purpose of transmission be charged from the last office of trans- 
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mission in Mexieo, subject to the regulations and special tariffs which 
govern the International Telegraph Service of the Kepublic of Mexico, 
and they shall be taxed and charged for according to the aforesaid special 
Mexican regulations and tariffs in addition to the regulations and tariffs 
of British Honduras. 

III. If with a view to evade the payment of a portion of the dues 
indicated above, it should occur that a message originating at a place 
within the territory of one of the high contracting parties should be 
handed in direct at an office of the other, the office at which the message 
is so handed in shall count and fix the charges on the same strictly on the 
basis laid down in Eules I and II of the present article, and shall credit 
the other high contracting party with the share of the charges corre- 
sponding hereto in conformity with the said rules, exactly as if the 
message had been duly handed in at an office of the latter. 

Article XVI. 

Each of the high contracting parties shall be at liberty to fix and 
modify, at its discretion, their rules and tariffs in force on their re- 
spective lines, but should communicate these to the other party, and no 
alteration of such rules shall be effective until one month after the official 
advice in respect to the same has reached the principal office responsible 
for the management of the telegraphic service of the other high con- 
tracting party. In the interest of the said service, however, every en- 
deavour should be made to render the rules and regulations of both 
countries simple, uniform, and precise. 

Article XVII. 

The Mexican Federal telegraph and telephone offices will collect in 
Mexican "pesos" the tolls on every message addressed from Mexico to 
British Honduras from the office of origin in Mexico to its final 
destination. 

The British Honduras telegraph offices will collect in United States 
currency the tolls of all messages transmitted over their lines addressed 
to places in Mexico. 

The tolls on international messages passing through Mexico under the 
stipulations of Bule II of Article 15 of this convention, shall be collected 
in Mexico as well as in British Honduras, as provided for in that regula- 
tion and the laws of Mexico bearing on the subject. 
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Aetiole XVIII. 

For the application in Mexico of the internal tariffs of British Hon- 
duras, as well as for the application in British Honduras of the internal 
tariffs of Mexico, the Mexican " peso " will be considered equal to fifty 
cents United States currency, during the first year of the operation of 
this convention. 

For the purpose of the application of the special tariff rates in force 
for the International Service of Mexico, which are referred to in Eule II 
of the 15th Article, as well as in the 2d paragraph of the 17th Article, 
the telegraph offices of Mexico as well as those of British Honduras, will 
proceed as laid down by the law of the former country while such law is 
in force, and thereafter as may be agreed upon between the two high con- 
tracting parties. The balance shown by the account in respect to the 
said International Service shall be paid in accordance with the above 
mentioned law, quarterly, as stipulated in the 23d Article of the present 
convention. 

Article XIX. 

The rate of exchange for the liquidation of the accounts between the 
two high contracting parties after the expiration of the first year of the 
operation of this convention, for messages sent exclusively from and 
addressed exclusively to, places within the territories of the aforesaid 
high contracting parties, shall be fixed annually by mutual agreement 
between the said high contracting parties. 

Article XX. 

The press of the two countries shall, for the purposes of the service 
between the two countries, be subject to the regulations which may be 
made by each administration and which these administrations should in 
due course make known to each other. 

As regards the tariff applicable to the aforesaid press service the 
charge shall be fifty per cent, of those in force for the general public, but 
the rules governing special messages mentioned in Article 13 shall not 
apply to these messages. 

Article XXI. 

The sender who desires to indicate the route his message should follow 
must do so in his own handwriting. 
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When the sender indicates the route the message is to take, the re- 
spective telegraph offices shall be bound to comply with his instructions 
unless the route indicated should be interrupted or known to be over- 
crowded with work ; in such cases the sender shall have no claim against 
the telegraph department for the use of another route. If on the other 
hand the sender does not indicate the route, the offices at the point 
where the routes diverge may determine which route the message shall 
follow. 

When the sender requests to have his telegram transmitted by tele- 
graph to an office which he specifies, and thence to its destination by 
post, the offices shall comply with his request. 

Messages to be forwarded to other countries through the Federal offices 
connected with the lines of the Western Union Telegraph Company must 
be addressed "Via the Frontier;" those to be transmitted by the 
Mexican Telegraph Company, " Via Galveston." 

Article XXII. 

The offices of each line shall collect the full cost of the messages trans- 
mitted by them to the other line and shall keep account of the same in 
the manner decided upon by each administration. 

Nevertheless, for the liquidation of accounts between the General Fed- 
eral Telegraph Department of Mexico and the Postal and Telegraph De- 
partment of British Honduras these departments shall settle between 
themselves the manner in which the accounts are to be rendered. 

Article XXIII. 

There shall be a quarterly settlement of accounts in the City of Mexico 
between the Government of Mexico and that of British Honduras, and 
the balance shown shall be paid without any delay to the party to whom 
it is due. To this end the quarterly period shall be so arranged to cover 
the months of the year as follows : 

1st Quarter. January, February and March. 

2nd Quarter. April, May and June. 

3rd Quarter. July, August and September, and 

4th Quarter. October, November and December. 
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Article XXIV. 

The high contracting parties limit their responsibility for the tele- 
graphic service to the refund of the cost of messages which are lost or 
fail to serve their object, through the fault of the employees of either of 
the two administrations; but this responsibility only applies to the tele- 
graphic service and not to the telephonic messages forwarded over their 
lines; neither will they be responsible in any way for messages destined 
to places beyond their own wires, once such messages have left their 
lines. 

Article XXV. 

In the event of international conflict or grave internal disturbance of 
the peace, both high contracting parties reserve to themselves the right 
to suspend totally or partially the telegraphic service which is the object 
of this convention. 

Article XXVI. 

If any doubts or difficulties should arise concerning the meaning or 
the execution of this convention between the Government of Mexico and 
that of British Honduras the same shall be decided by mutual agreement 
between the two high contracting parties, or should this fail, the case 
must be settled by arbitration, both parties referring the disputed point 
to the Tribunal of the Hague; except in regard to questions which may 
arise out of a state of war in which either of the two high contracting 
parties is concerned. 

Article XXVII. 

This convention shall come into force as soon as it shall be ratified by 
both governments and the ratifications exchanged in this City of Mexico, 
and shall then remain in force indefinitely until one year after denuncia- 
tion by one of the high contracting parties. 

In witness whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries have signed the 
present convention, in two originals, and have affixed their seals, in the 
City of Mexico, the twenty-seventh day of the month of May of the year 
one thousand nine hundred and ten. 

(l. s.) Eeginald Tower. 
(l. s.) Enriq. Creel. 



